Here | Am Send Me: Spirit, Choice & Service

Day 1
Holiness and Salvation

It is unfortunate that so many Christians see holiness as something of a
different level of Christianity. When | was in boy scouts, we had about 10 kids
in the group, and each had a different set of badges. The badges had a kind
of rank to them, with eagle scout being the highest. Many Christians think of
holiness that way, as a kind of higher rank of the faith that certain people
pursue if they are so inclined. In reality, holiness is the mark of every true
Christian. Holiness means being set apart for God's purpose, and having
nothing in your life but that. Holiness is related to sanctification, the process
by which the believer becomes more Christ like over time. Sanctification
comes from the word for sanctuary, and the state of being sanctified is the
state of being fit for the sanctuary. The process of sanctification is the process
of becoming more holy. Sanctification is often spoken of together with
justification, making up the two halves of salvation. Justification means being
declared righteous legally, sanctification means becoming more righteous,
Christ like, and holy. You cannot have salvation apart from sanctification
because to be saved means to be restored to the presence of God, and
everything in His presence is appropriate to the sanctuary and dedicated to
His use. Being sanctified into holiness is not optional for the believer as it is
the point of salvation, the very culmination of being saved. As Hebrews 12
tells us, "without holiness no one will see the lord "

Verses: 2 Timothy 2:21, 1 Thessalonians 5:23, 2 Thessalonians 2:13

Prayer Topics: Glorification, Purification, Righteousness



Day 2
Purpose

What were you created for? Aaron and his sons were anointed for the
priesthood, to stand in the presence of God and serve Him in his temple. If
you had that calling, how would your life be different? What if that is your
calling? What if all of mankind was made to serve God in the temple? How
would that change the way you view salvation? Check out what Oswald
Chambers has to say about holiness:

https://utmost.org/classic/destiny-of-holiness-classic/

Verses: 1 Peter 1: 16, Psalms 135-136, 1 Corinthians 12

Prayer Topics: Salvation, Purpose, Cooperation

Day 3
Worship

When taken up to the heavenly temple, Isaiah was terrified by the worship of
Angels that shook the foundations. Holiness means being dedicated to the
purpose of God, so that you have an identity, a purpose, and a praise. The
Angels in the throne room had an identity because of their creation by God's
word. When God creates you, there is identity conferred upon you. You are
who he made you to be, and nothing else. You do not have to find your
identity or invent your identity, but you must embrace your identity. God has
made the boundary lines of your identity fall in pleasant places, so give thanks
for who God has made you to be. The Angels are unexpected, majestic,
mysterious, and terrifying. That is who God made them to be. The Angels



have a purpose, they are God's messengers, and they serve in God's
presence before the throne day and night. They do not have to wonder what
they should do each day. Imagine if your liver had to decide each day what it
should do. Should | try to think today? Should | try to see? In abandoning it's
purpose to find another it would destroy the body and lose it's purpose. It also
has a praise, proclaiming God's holiness. It can do this because God has
bestowed holiness on it. There is joy in its identity and its purpose, which are
oriented toward God, making the praise of God natural and joyful. The praise
of God is the culmination of its calling. The resulting worship is not
ceremonial, but vital, as we shall see in the coming days.

Verses: Revelation 4:1-11, Daniel 7:9, 1 Peter 2:9
Prayer Topics: Praise, Meaning, Identity

Day 4
Prayer

Worship is a vital aspect of holiness, and prayer is a vital aspect of worship.
Prayer, at its core, is a request. We make requests of God because he is
powerful and loving. When we make requests of God, we humble ourselves
and glorify Him. The requests we make can be trivial or of great importance.

If we request things that are always physical and will soon pass away, we
waste our prayers. If we request the spiritual riches that are stored in heaven,
we are wise. The best thing we can do in our prayers is to be further
sanctified, that is made more holy. Let's look at what Oswald Chambers has to
say about this:

https://utmost.org/updated/holiness-or-hardness-toward-god/

Verses Isaiah 59:16, Philippians 2:5, Luke 5:17-39



Prayer Topics: Relationship, Communication, Unity

Day 5
Holiness and Transformation

In yesterday's devotion we looked at the idea of prayer and the way it
transforms our hearts. Our job is to bring those before the throne that have a
need that only the father can fulfill. In doing this, we are to take on the
Father's heart toward the person we are praying for, transforming us into the
likeness of Christ. In the same way, the worship that we bring in the throne
room is to transform us into the image of Christ. As we praise God, we
recognize and give voice to his excellencies, enthroning him as the ideal, the
highest and most glorious. As we recognize his glory, we seek to be like him
and we become like him in service. When Israel was instructed to build the
tabernacle, the items that were used in tabernacle service were constructed
of bronze, silver, and gold. These items were made glorious because they
were to be holy to the Lord. In the same way, we are made glorious by being
made holy. In what ways can you seek to be more holy? Are there things that
God has commanded you to do that look boring, tiresome, or undesirable to
the world that are meant for your glorification? Do you embrace those things
enthusiastically or do you struggle with them? What can you do today to serve
him or worship him with joy?

Verses: 1 Peter 1:15-16, 1 Samuel 2:2, Leviticus 20:26
Prayer Topics: Obedience, Transformation, Joy



