All Things New: The End!

Day 1
In Christ

Jesus is the exact imprint (Hebrews 1:3) of the Father, in whom the fullness of
God dwells (Colossians 1:19). Because of this, Jesus is the physical
manifestation of the character of God, the embodiment of his nature and the
representation and symbol of his love. To be found in Christ is to be seated
within the confines of his character, to have all of your thoughts be his
thoughts, your actions fall within the boundaries of what he would do, and
your loves are a mirror of his loves. We are told in Second Peter that rather
than being destroyed by water as it was the first time, the second destruction
of the world will be through fire. The first time the world was destroyed by
chaos, which is what water is symbolic of, but in the future it will be destroyed
by the presence of God through fire. The first destruction of the world came
through sin as man's thoughts were only evil all of the time, but the second
destruction will come through the fire of God's presence, which will purify and
glorify, burning away the chaff and stubble, and making the gold and precious
gems glow with the light of his glory. Our rebirth, our being found in Christ and
having our thoughts, attitudes, and actions resemble God's are key to the
remaking of the world. The web of loving service that makes up the physical
creation as each thing serves its purpose by serving the things around it must
be completed and perfected, and so we must do the job of reigning in the
image of the Father that we were created to do. Be found in Christ, and help
to complete the task.

Verses: 2 Peter 3:13, Revelation 21:1-5, John 14:2, 1 Corinthians 2:9

Prayer topics: Purification, Refinement, Unity



Day 2
Wisdom and Discernment

Second Peter chapter three encourages us to grow in our knowledge of
Christ, and this should not be overlooked. If Jesus made the world to be a
reflection of his love, and if that means that everything in creation serves the
blessing of everything else, then we get something like a web of blessing in
the world. Old nature television shows always spoke of a fragile ecosystem
being compromised by changing one part without understanding its effects on
the whole, and this seems like a good metaphor for everything in the world.
This is why so many attempts at charity bring so many unintended
consequences, and why places like Haiti are so dysfunctional. The reality is
that love and blessing are not easy, while good intentions are very easy. To
be effective in love, we must be wise as well as good. This is the reason, |
believe, so many people doubt the existence or the goodness of God. We
think that if God existed he would just fix the problems that are obvious to us
in the simple way we mistakenly believe they can be fixed. In the political
arena, this often manifests as a call for more money to be devoted to a
problem. In California, billions have been devoted to the homeless problem,
to the extent that in some areas the amount spent per homeless person
approaches sixty-thousand dollars per year. All this spending has managed to
create a bigger homeless problem. If the answers were easy and as simple
as we like to believe, the love of God would be much more obvious in the
world. The reason it stays hidden is not because it isn't there, but because we
lack the wisdom to see it. We must grow in the knowledge of Christ if we are
to take loving and effective dominion over the world. It is imperative that we
make every effort to grow in wisdom and discernment if we are to transform
the world.

Verses: Ecclesiastes 7:12, Colossians 2:6-10, Ephesians 5:15-21
Prayer Topics: Love, Insight, Understanding



Day 3
Work

There will be a new heaven and earth, for the old will be consumed by fire.
When the first world was made, God spoke it into existence. God said that
there should be light, and it was so. This world was called good, and man
was brought into the garden to work and keep it. Work means to cultivate,
and keep means to protect. When God led the Israelites out of captivity, they
were to worship him in the wilderness by building and keeping the tabernacle.
When God gave them the plans for the tabernacle, they were given in seven
sections, representing the seven days of creation. God called Bezalel and
imparted him with the Spirit and with wisdom to lead the craftsmen in
constructing the tabernacle, which when completed, would be a model of the
cosmos. God was making a new creation based on a heavenly pattern and
he was using mankind to do it. The word of God was still doing the creating,
but this time he was working through man as the mediator. We are told that
the first covenant was mediated by angels, but the second by the son, the
Great high priest. Jesus makes the new creation, and we work in Christ as
we contribute like one of the craftsmen under Bezalel. This requires diligence
motivated by a heart filled with the Spirit of God. It requires skill and wisdom.
There is a need for hard work, not to earn our salvation but to make all things
new. Are you ready for the work? Are you motivated by the Spirit? If so, start
making the New Creation. If not, pray for the motivation to begin the work
with diligence, making every effort to skillfully build as a master craftsman.

Verses: Colossians 3:23, 2 Thessalonians 3:10-12, Proverbs 12:24

Prayer Topics: Dedication, Determination, Grit

Day 4



Toil

When | worked at JB's restaurant, there was a pass through window that
allowed us to see the hostess station from the kitchen, giving us a few
minutes warning as we could see the customers waiting to be seated before
the orders hit the kitchen. | always liked seeing the lobby empty, and dreaded
seeing lots of customers waiting to be seated. | had, as a teenager with a
part-time job, separated serving the customers from earning a paycheck,
making my job unnecessarily toilsome. When you disconnect the labor you
do from the fruit you receive, you usually remove joy from the work. We all
look forward to heaven, but most of us have disconnected that sought after
reward from the activity of working and keeping the garden. We are called to
build the kingdom, to feed the hungry and to visit the prisoner, to evangelize
and pray, to worship and to meet together. Most of the time, much of the
Christian life can seem toilsome if you are putting effort into being obedient. If
you are persecuted as you go about your kingdom work, that adds another
layer of unpleasantness to the toilsome-ness. We know that the creation does
its job joyfully, as Psalm 19 tells us that the sun runs its course with joy. The
creation rejoices for two reasons. First, because the task given to it is filled
with meaning, purpose, dignity and glory. Second, because the work of
creation provides a fruitful harvest of blessings, making the work not just a
blessing to the master or boss for whom the work is done, but to the worker as
well. Build the kingdom with joy, because you are building heaven.

Verses: Galatians 6:9, James 1:12, Psalm 37:4

Prayer Topics: Effort, Love, Joy

Day 5

Motives



We are born again, and because of that we help to make all things new. As
we serve Christ by serving our fellow man, what is our motivation? Do we
seek glory? Do we love mankind so much that our humanitarian impulse
provides the necessary energy? Oswald Chambers tackles this topic here:

https://utmost.org/updated/the-determination-to-serve/

Verses: 1 Peter 4:10, Galatians 5:13, Mark 10:45, Galatians 1:10, Matthew
6:1, Proverbs 21:2

Prayer Topics: Purity, Sincerity, Purpose



