Concrete Vision: What is Vision?

Vision may be one of the most underrated aspects of the Christian Life. In the
midst of pursuing a relationship with God, we sometimes forget that
relationship means more than hanging out, but implies the exchange of
something. In the midst of that exchange, we receive from God the position of
priesthood and kingship, as well as the charge of Godly dominion. In addition
to this, we receive the qualities, skills, and virtues needed to exercise the
duties associated with the position we have received. One of the most
important skills we need is the ability to have vision, to know when something
is glorifying God in the manner that it should. This week we will begin the
process of working toward having clear vision.

Day 1

Guard Your Heart

Solomon, like his father, began his reign with a heart that sought after God. It
is what led him to ask God for wisdom when he could have asked for any
other thing. Solomon had wisdom that became world famous, with other wise
rulers coming from far and wide to hear him speak on any number of topics.
Solomon’s wisdom led to the kingdom of Israel, for a short time, fulfilling many
of the prophecies given many years before the kingdom was founded and
blessing the nations as it became the example of living in relationship to God.
During this time, the kingdom prospered greatly, as did Solomon himself.
Solomon had great gold, much power, and many wives. Those wives, over
time, began to draw Solomon’s heart away from God toward the idols that the
wives worshipped in their home countries. As this happened, many enemies
began to rise up against Solomon, and his son would lose the unity of the



kingdom itself. Our vision, to a great extent, depends upon a heart that loves
God and seeks after him. This is vital because true goodness manifested in
the world is often surprising and runs counter to our desires and expectations.
When Jesus walked this earth, he was not the mighty king the nation
expected, and at times even his disciples seemed disappointed that he did not
meet their vision of what the Messiah should be. Their vision was obscured by
a heart that was not formed by the image of God’s own heart. How do we
guard our hearts to prevent this outcome in our lives? We must learn to detect
our hearts movement towards things that are not in line with God’s heart. The
moment we start to love things counter to what God loves, we must take
action to prevent moving further in that direction. We must also have a heart
that is humble to being corrected and rebuked, a heart that is not surprised
when the desires of God run counter to the things we love. What are some
areas where your heart has begun to move away from God? Do you get
surprised by God'’s goodness as it is manifested in the world, or do your
desires blind you to being surprised by God? Can you name any person in the
bible who was instrumental in carrying out God'’s will that was not ever
surprised by God? If you have not been surprised by God lately, why not?
Spend some time today praying that God would examine your heart and lead
you to loving him more fully.

Verses: John 3:16, John 14:21, Ezekiel 36:26, Matthew 5:8

Prayer Topics: Commitment, Love, Peace

Day 2

Ask For Wisdom



Are you a wise person? Do you have a good track record of making solid
predictions? Do you understand the world, how it works, and the intricacies of
human nature? Do you know the heart of man and the heart of God? Are you
as wise as a serpent as well as innocent as a dove? If not, have you made a
habit of asking God for wisdom? When you ask, do you also think about how
you might act in a way that makes it easier for God to grant you your request?
Do you walk with the wise, or are you a companion of fools? Do you study the
world? Do you study the word? Do you pour over the proverbs and other
wisdom literature in the bible so that you might learn from the wise? Are you
open to different points of view? Do you listen as well as speak? All of these
practices will participate in the request you have made to God to grant you
wisdom. In addition, you can look at people who have had success in any
aspect of life and ask some basic questions. Why do you think they have been
successful? Is it because of their actions or in spite of their actions? If you
were to take morality out of the equation, is there anything you could learn
about the way the world works by looking at their life? Putting morality back in
the question, would you want their life? What trade-offs have they made? Was
it worth it? If you want to have clear vision, get on the path of wisdom.

Verses: James 1:5, Proverbs 1:7, Ecclesiastes 7:12

Prayer Topics: Insight, Curiosity, Logic

Day Three

Testing



In our quest to develop vision, which relies on discernment, we must always
test our views to make sure that we are not falling into deception. Solomon
started out following after God with his heart like his father David, but we are
told in scripture that in his later years his wives drew his heart away to worship
other Gods. When we read that passage, we probably don’t think too much
about how that might have happened. | am sure that Solomon did not just
wake up one day and decide to renounce the God of his father David, and to
thereafter follow idols. This is speculation, but | think that Solomon probably
thought that he was doing something loving for his wives by allowing them to
worship the gods of their people. He probably thought he was being generous
and kindhearted, therefore, he thought he was following his own God in being
kind to them. He saw virtue and love in his actions. Then, being wise, he
decided to let his wives educate him on their gods, and this too was virtuous.
He then probably started seeing some good qualities in their gods, and
wanting to be generous of heart, decided to participate in some small way with
his wives in their worship. While this may or may not have been the path, it is
undoubtedly true that we often find ourselves led astray with the best of
intentions, believing that we are following God. This is why scripture tells us to
test the spirits. We tend to come to believe over time that our emotions are a
reliable guide to what pleases God, and we lose our vision slowly when this
occurs. We must always test our feelings about what is good against the word
of God given to us in scripture. The bible tells us that even if an angel
appeared and told us something contrary to His word, we should reject it. If
we are to gain clear vision, we must put all things to the test of God’s word.

Verses: 1 John 4:1-6, 2 Corinthians 11:12-15, Proverbs 30:5-6

Prayer Topics: Discernment, Discipline, Trust

Day Four



Counsel

A key aspect of developing vision is other people. How many times have you
read a book, watched a movie, or listened to a friend and gained a whole new
perspective on something? | remember watching a movie review that was
exploring a movie series, and in comparing different movies in the series the
reviewer asked his friends to describe the characters in each movie without
using their appearance or what they did. In each of the friends, you could see
the moment of realization strike them as they could easily describe characters
in this way from one movie but could find nothing to say when describing the
characters of another movie in the series. They had not noticed it before, but
now they had discovered the reason they preferred one movie to the other.
The bible tells us that the one who walks with the wise grows wise, and that
we sharpen one another. The counsel and communication with wise, godly
people is essential to developing good vision. In Solomon’s day, this was so
well understood that rulers would travel from great distances to hear the wise
things that Solomon had to say. Godly counsel helps us to see more clearly,
but foolish counsel darkens our vision. Solomon'’s relationship with his many
foreign wives who worshipped idols clouded his vision, and eventually pulled
his heart away from God. How can you get more godly counsel in your life? Is
there any place in your life where you are being affected by foolish words?
Take an inventory of your life today and see if you can spend more time
walking with the wise.

Verses: Deuteronomy 17:17, 1 Kings 11:1-8, Proverbs 19:20

Prayer Topics: Humility, Submission, Contentment



Day Five

The Key

Like so many other spiritual matters, when it comes to vision, humility is key.
Why is this? Because the ability to see clearly is the ability to remove yourself
from the equation, and see things exactly how they are, not how you want
them to be. The problem that we often experience is that our ego needs to
see something in the world, so it looks and finds it. Why is this? As beings, we
need something to reflect ourselves to ourselves. With God, this is the
“reason” for the trinity. The Father, the Son, and the Spirit all reflect each other
to each other, and because what they reflect is absolute perfection, there is
infinite love and glory between the three. When the world was created, it was
also a reflection of the Creator and His glory. When we create things and they
don’t turn out well, we are usually unhappy about that because it reflects who
we are, and we don'’t like what we see in that reflection. When | remodeled my
kitchen many years ago, there was one place where | was unhappy with the
results. Every time | walk into my kitchen, that is the first thing | see, and it
does not fill me with joy. Because we have a need to find glory, value, and
worth in ourselves, we most often do not see the things around us clearly. We
practice intentional blindness so often that we lose the ability to realize when
we are blinding ourselves, and then we have no ability to see clearly. Humility
gives us the ability to accept the truth about ourselves and then start to open
our eyes to the world. We cannot have this humility without a great trust in the
sufficiency of Jesus for salvation, so building that trust is foundational for
humility. Trust in Jesus and only Jesus and start seeing the world clearly.
Remove the log from your eye, so you can be useful in helping remove the
splinter from your brother’s eye.

Verses: John 17:20-26, 1 Corinthians 8:6, John 14:26, Matthew 7:1-5

Prayer Topics: Unity, Pride, Forgiveness, Glory






