Set Apart: Glory & Beauty

Day 1
Humbly Accept Criticism

If we are to put on the robes of glory and beauty, we must be able to be
transformed spiritually. In our sermon on Sunday we talked about the humility
of beauty, and this is where it is found. Like it or not, most of our growth will
come from being shown faults that we were unable to see, and often this will
come from some form of criticism. Handling criticism is essential for spiritual
growth, so let's learn about doing just that in this article:

https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/how-can-i-learn-to-receive-criticism

Verses: Proverbs 3:11-12, Hebrews 12:11, 2 Timothy 3:16
Prayer Topics: Obedience, Submission, Judgement

Day 2
Glory and Beauty

Check out this informative article on the priestly garments:



https://theopolisinstitute.com/leithart_post/garments-of-glory-and-beauty-1/

In the last paragraph, the author notes that God's angelic host is a garment
around him of glory and beauty. In Isaiah 6:1 we are told that the train of God's
robe filled the temple. In our sermon on Sunday we noted the correspondence
between the clothing of the priest and the colors of the tabernacle itself. All of
these things point to the idea that God is clothed in the glory of creation, of
which man should play a significant part. This is especially evident in the
breastplate of the priestly garments that had a stone for every one of the tribes
of Israel, meaning the priest was clothed with the people of Israel. We also
pointed out the correspondence of keeping the commands of God with the
fruitfulness of the land and the glory of the family. In all of these things, the
point being made is the same. God's true glory is spiritual and cannot be seen,
but is made manifest in the glory of creation. We are a microcosm of this,
meaning our glory is seen in the glory of the things we are responsible for, the
things that have been given to us. Our work cannot be done well without the
understanding of its relationship to us and to God. When we understand this
connection, we take satisfaction and joy in the work we have been given.

Verses: Isaiah 61:10, Genesis 3:21, 1 Peter 3:3-4

Prayer Topics: Character, Clothing, Honor



Day 3
How?

So how do we become more fruitful and why do we lack fruitfulness? Read
this great devotional to find out:

https://radical.net/podcasts/pray-the-word/the-fruitfulness-of-suffering-genesis-
4152/

People lack fruitfulness in some part of their life because that part of their life
is like hard, rocky soil or there are too many weeds for it to be fruitful. The
answer for both of these conditions is the same if you are a farmer: cultivation.
You might think that pulling the weeds would help, but we are talking about
giant fields that you find in farming, not your backyard garden. When a field is
full of weeds, the only sensible thing to do is to plow them under. In the same
way, when the ground is too hard, plowing is the only answer. The problem is
that this process is difficult and painful, which is why we avoid it and our
unfruitful areas remain so. Submit to the process of cultivation, and watch your
life blossom!

Verses: James 5:7, Hosea 10:12, Proverbs 20:4

Prayer Topics: Endurance, Consistency, Hard Work



Day 4
Protection

In the old testament, the priestly garments protected the high priest while he
fulfilled his duties in the tabernacle. While holiness might feel optional to some
people, like a level-up for the really serious believers, the reality is that
holiness is indispensable protection. How does holiness, specifically the robes
of glory and beauty, protect us? First, we can think about it from the
standpoint of joy. We are told in scripture that the joy of the lord is our strength.
Joy is strongly related to the vitality of life itself. Joy is like life overflowing into
the world around you. Joy causes us to take action, to celebrate, and to find all
of it pleasing. For most people, that joy quickly evaporates with failure,
primarily because joy is a response to glory. We are told over and over again
in scripture about the glory and the excellencies of God. We are called to
celebrate the glory of God through worship. We are also called to be imagers
of God, meaning we should become glorious ourselves. All of this is the
foundation of true joy. To find God glorious and excellent, and to be
transformed into excellence is the joy of the believer, and it is protection from
the bitterness of life. It is not hard to find people in this world who have lost all
their joy and become bitter about life. In the extreme, this manifests as the
murder-suicide, where the perpetrator desires to extinguish as much life as
possible, an act of rebellion and resistance to the joy of life the creator intends.



While most people will never reach this extreme, a lot of the world lives in a
low level bitterness that culminates in old age that finds regret, despondency,
and sadness to be familiar companions. In addition to the issue of joy, we need
protection from the radiance of God's glory, and the only remedy is to have our
own glory. Imagine finding yourself at a presidential state dinner, where
leaders of the world have gathered wearing their best tuxedos and evening
gowns. Imagine casually chatting with them while in your underwear. This
would not be a pleasant experience. You would feel completely self-conscious
and could not possibly hope to fit in. If someone offered you the finest tuxedo
to wear, I'm sure the relief would be overwhelming and you would jump at the
chance to put it on. Imagine that shame magnified to an infinite degree. We
could not hope to enjoy heaven, a place of ultimate glory and beauty without
being beautiful ourselves. In addition, the glory and beauty of the priestly
garments is protection for the world. There is correspondence between the
robes and the rest of the tabernacle precisely because the creation cannot be
glorified without the rulers of creation, namely us, being glorified. Our glory is
not optional, which is why we should pursue the transformation of
sanctification, letting the holy spirit transform us into glory.

Verses: Isaiah 54:17, 2 Timothy 4:18, Psalm 91

Prayer Topics: Glorification, Holiness, Joy

Day 5



Thanks to Sylvester Warsaw, Jr for our devotional today

Before God called Moses up into Mount Sinai to meet with Him, He first
fulfilled His promise He had made to Abraham by establishing his descendants
as a nation but not just any nation but a “kingdom of priests and a holy nation,”
Gen. 12:1-3; Ex. 19:6. God even said to Moses that He would come in a thick
cloud that the people may hear Him when He spoke with Moses so they may
believe, Ex. 19:9. When God appeared in the cloud like He said and the
people witness the presence of God in the thunderings, lighting flashing,
sound of the trumpet and the mountain smoking they feared trembling and
stood afar off (Ex. 20:18) their response to God presence to hear Him was
rejection, however, they were willing to hear Moses, Ex. 20:19-21. God,
Himself, through Moses had fulfilled His promise to Abram (Gen.15). Like
Esau who rejected his birthright, so did the descendants of Abraham at Mount
Sinai. While Moses was up in the mountain meeting with God those forty days
the newly established “kingdom of priests the holy nation” God created for
Himself, their eyes were back in Egypt and they rose up to play, Ex. 32:1-6.

In 1 Samuel 1 we read the account of one of Abraham’s descendants by the
name of Hannah and she was barren and this deeply troubled her even
though Elkanah her husband tried comforting her by saying to her, “Am | not
better to you than ten sons,” verse 8. While Hannah and Elkanah were up in
Shiloh, the place established by Joshua as the place of worship after entering
into the promised land Hannah prayed. The name Shiloh is significant
because Shiloh means Messiah. Jacob in whom God’s promise of a nation
was fulfilled in the promise He made to Abraham made that prophetic



utterance when he laid his hands on Judah as he blessed his twelve sons,
Gen. 48-49. Eli who was the priest at Shiloh and his two sons Hophni and
Phinehas, Eli thought she was drunk because he didn’t see what was
weighing on her heart. The actions of Hannah and Elkanah are key as
recorded in verse 19, they rose up to worship before the Lord. When we make
the claim that we're Christ Jesus’s disciple ordained by Him because we carry
Him in our heart and have been clothed in His righteousness the question
becomes “what do you rise up to do?” When God awakens you calling you by
name do you rise up to play or do you rise up to worship the Lord of Lords and
King of kings?



