Abundant Life: Exuberant Living

Jesus said that if the disciples followed him, he would make them fishers of men. We
tend to look at becoming fishers of men as the result of following a command, instead of
following Jesus. If the disciples followed him, Jesus would make them fishers of men.
They are to do the following, and Jesus will do the making. We must follow Jesus,
having a relationship with him that transforms us into his likeness, where his life
overflows through us into the world. In order to do that, we must spend time with him.
This week, we will spend time with him through some classic devotionals that have
stood the test of time. In order to get the most out of any kind of devotion, you must use
some violence. What do | mean? When | was in college, | disliked devotionals because |
read them like a newspaper, expecting them to give me their blessings with no effort.
Reading a devotion is much more like Jacob wrestling with God, not giving up until the
blessing has been offered.

Day One

The Secret of Spiritual Coherence - By Oswald Chambers

May | never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. — Galatians 6:14

When people are first born again, they become incoherent. They display a certain
amount of unregulated emotion; their actions seem not to make sense. Yet this
incoherence is only on the surface. The external life of the apostle Paul appeared
haphazard, but underlying everything he did was a strong, steady coherence. Paul was
rooted and grounded in God, and because of this he was able to let his external life
change without it causing him distress.



Most of us aren’t spiritually coherent for the simple reason that we care more about
external coherence than internal coherence. Paul lived in the basement; his consistency
was down in the fundamentals, where the order of God’s purpose reigns. Most of us live
in the upper stories, among the coherent critics, where external consistency is all that
matters. The two spaces do not begin to touch each other. The great basis of Paul’s
coherence was the agony of God in the redemption of the world—the cross of Jesus
Christ.

Restate to yourself what you believe, then do away with as much of it as possible. Get
back to the bedrock of the cross of Christ. Viewed as a single event in history, the cross
is an infinitesimal thing; from the point of view of the Bible, it's more important than all
the empires of the world. If, when we preach, we drift away from brooding on the
tragedy of God upon the cross, our preaching will produce nothing. It won’t convey the
energy of God, and though it may be interesting, it will have no power. But if we preach
the cross, the energy of God will be set loose. “God was pleased through the
foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. . . . We preach Christ
crucified” (1 Corinthians 1:21, 23).

Day Two

The Concentration of Spiritual Energy - By Oswald Chambers

... the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to
me. — Galatians 6:14

If you want to know the energy of God—the energy of the resurrection life of Jesus
Christ—in your physical body, you must do more than simply think on the tragedy of
God on the cross; you must brood upon it. Cut yourself off from distractions, stop taking
an obsessive interest in your personal spiritual development, and consider,
bare-spirited, the tragedy of God. The instant you do, his energy will be in you.



“Turn to me,” says God (lsaiah 45:22). God must become the dominating object of your
attention. Pay attention to the objective Source and the subjective energy will follow. We
lose power when we fail to concentrate on the right thing. The right thing is the cross of
Jesus Christ. The cross is the only thing we are called to preach—not salvation or
sanctification or healing. In much preaching today, the focus is placed not on the cross
but on its effects. Churches are criticized as feeble, and the criticism is justified because
there has been no concentration of spiritual energy, no brooding on the tragedy of
Calvary or on the meaning of redemption.

Concentrate on the cross in your preaching, and though the members of your audience
might not seem to pay attention, they’ll never be the same again. If | talk my own talk,
it's of no more importance to you than your talk is to me. But if | talk the truth of God,
you will meet it again, and so will I. When you concentrate on the great point of spiritual
energy—the cross—keeping in contact with this center where all the power lies, its
energy will be let loose. The proclaiming of the cross of Jesus Christ does its own work.

Day Three

The Consecration of Spiritual Energy - By Oswald Chambers

... through which the world has been crucified to me, and | to the world. — Galatians
6:14

When | brood on the cross of Christ, | become a person who is concentrated on and
dominated by Jesus Christ’s interests. My focus is taken off myself and my own
holiness. I'm no longer trapped in my private, subjective viewpoint. I'm identified with my
Lord’s view-point and interests.

Our Lord wasn'’t a recluse or an ascetic; he didn’t cut himself off from society. He was so
much in the ordinary world that the religious people of his day called him a glutton and a



drunkard (Matthew 11:19). And yet our Lord maintained an inward separateness all the
time. On a fundamental level, he lived in a world apart from this one. Everything he did,
he did for the glory of his heavenly Father, devoting every thought and action to God.

We, too, must devote every ounce of spiritual energy God gives us to doing his work,
letting nothing interfere; this is how we consecrate our lives to him. Sanctification is
God'’s part; consecration is our part. We have to deliberately decide to have God’s
interests as our interests. The way to solve perplexing problems is to ask, “Is this the
kind of thing that interests Jesus Christ? Or is it something the spirit of the devil would
embrace?”

A counterfeit version of consecration is the conscious cutting off of certain activities and
pleasures with the idea of storing up spiritual power for use later on. This is a hopeless
mistake. The Spirit of God has prevented the sins of a great many people, yet there’s no
emancipation, no fullness in their lives. The ascetic, reclusive religious life is entirely
different from the robust holiness of the life of Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ preached that
we are to be in the world but not of it—detached fundamentally, not externally: “My
prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil
one” (John 17:15).

Day Four

The Bounty of the Destitute - By Oswald Chambers

All are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. —
Romans 3:24

The gospel of God’s grace awakens an intense longing in the human soul, but also an
equally intense resentment. We resent the revelation that we are justified freely by
God’s grace, that there’s nothing we have to do to receive it. Human beings take a



certain pride in giving, but receiving is a different matter. To come and accept something
freely offered to us offends our pride. I'll gladly give my life to martyrdom; I'll gladly give
myself in consecration. But don’t humiliate me by placing me on the same level as the
most hell-deserving sinner and tell me that all | have to do for my salvation is to accept it
as a gift through Jesus Christ.

We have to realize that we can’t earn or win anything from God. We must either receive
his grace as a gift or go without. The greatest blessing spiritually is the knowledge that
we are destitute. Until we arrive at this knowledge, our Lord is powerless to help us. He
can do nothing for us if we think we’re sufficient without him. As long as we believe
ourselves to be rich, as long as we possess anything resembling pride or
independence, we won'’t be able to enter his kingdom. We have to enter it by the door of
destitution.

Are you knocking at the door of destitution now? Are you spiritually hungry? Only when
we get spiritually hungry do we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit makes
effectual in us the very nature of God. By the Spirit, God imparts to us the quickening
life of Jesus, the life that puts the “beyond” within us. The instant the “beyond” is inside
us, it rises to the “above,” lifting us into the domain where Jesus lives.

Day Five

The Absolute Authority of Jesus Christ - By Oswald Chambers

He shall glorify Me. — John 16:14

The sentimental religious movements of today have none of the rugged reality of the
New Testament. Nothing in what they teach requires the death of Jesus Christ. All they
require is prayer and devotion and a pious atmosphere. This type of religious
experience isn’t supernatural or miraculous. It didn’t cost the passion of God. It isn’t
dyed in the blood of the Lamb or stamped with the Holy Spirit. It doesn’t have the quality
that makes people say with awe and wonder, “That is the work of God Almighty.”



The type of Christian experience the New Testament talks about is the experience of
personal, passionate devotion to the person of Jesus Christ. Every other type of
so-called Christian experience is detached from the person of Jesus. There’s no
regeneration—no being born again into the kingdom where Christ lives—only the idea
that he is a role model. In the New Testament, Jesus Christ is Savior long before he is a
role model. Today he is often dismissed as the mere figurehead of a religion or as an
example we should follow. Jesus Christ is a figurehead and an example, but he is also
infinitely more. He is Salvation itself. He is the Gospel of God.

Jesus said, “When he, the Spirit of truth, comes, . . . he will glorify me” (John 16:13-14).
When | commit myself to the revelation made in the New Testament, | receive from God
the gift of the Holy Spirit, who begins to interpret to me what Jesus did, who does in me
what Jesus Christ did for me. This is the supernatural, miraculous means by which |
enter into a personal relationship with my Lord and become absolutely his.



