
Here I Am Send Me: Complexity​​​​ 
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Day 1 

God's Timing 

Throughout the Old Testament, God seems to be moving at a snail's pace.  
Israel groans under Egyptian captivity for generations, they wander in the 
wilderness for 40 years, Abraham doesn't have a child until he is ancient, and 
the list goes on.  Why does God's timing seem so slow?  Even in our own 
lives, we often pray for things and wait years or decades on the answer.  I 
think we often fail to appreciate the complexity of what we ask for, and the 
tremendous work involved in giving us an answer.  Let me give an example 
from American history.  During the early years of America, chattel slavery was 
practiced, mainly in the southern states.  Many religious people opposed this, 
and I'm sure many spent years praying for its end, especially those who were 
slaves.  Why couldn't those opposed to slavery just get an anti-slavery 
president elected?  Because the anti-slavery position wasn't popular enough.  
Why couldn't they sneak one in to deliver the emancipation proclamation 
years earlier than President Lincoln did?  Because it wouldn't have done 
anything.  The southern states would have ignored it, and if the north pushed 
it there would have been war, and war needs serious support.  The reality is 
that political, social, economic, and other factors all have to mature to cause 
real change, and most of those depend on changes in the hearts of millions of 
people.  Even in our own hearts, we struggle to change things we know hold 
us back from a more blessed life.  We always must trust in God's timing and 
be patient for change.  If we really want to speed up the process, we must 
commit ourselves to prayer, to changing our own hearts, and to doing our best 
to influence the hearts of others with love. 

Verses: Galatians 6:9, Philippians 4:6, Jeremiah 29:11 

Prayer Topics: Patience, Confidence, Wisdom  



​ 
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Day 2 

Preparation and Meaning  

When I was a kid I lacked patience.  When I watched movies, I wanted to get 
straight to the action.  All the parts of the movie that were dedicated to little 
things like plot and character development were a waste in my mind.  It wasn't 
until I got older that I began to appreciate the "slow" parts of the movie, 
because that was the part of the story that set up the stakes.  Without that 
preparation, the action scenes that I loved so much were just people doing 
stuff.  As I got older, this appreciation for preparation began to grow.  Most of 
the time when I have projects to do around the house or the church, I just 
want to get them done as quickly as possible.  You will know from my sermons 
that this is rarely how things go.  Inevitably, things go wrong and I end up 
doing far more than I planned, and this used to drive me crazy.  I'm starting to 
realize that these times before the joy of accomplishment and the sense of 
satisfaction are more important than I ever thought.  These times are setting 
up the stakes, giving meaning to the work, and developing character.  
Scripture tells us that steadfastness must have its full effect so that we might 
be complete, lacking nothing.  The trials that we face are preparing us, and 
God takes that preparation very seriously.  In Matthew we are told that God 
has been preparing a place for us from the foundation of the world.  If it has 
taken God that long to prepare the place, shouldn't we believe that our 
preparation for that place might take some time as well?  Shouldn't we 
embrace the preparation needed to be effective in building the kingdom, 
seeing that preparation as giving meaning to all the various seasons and 
experiences of our lives?  God has been preparing you your whole life, be 
ready for what comes next. 

Verses: 1 Peter 3:13-17, Luke 21:34-36, Matthew 24:43-44​
Prayer Topics: Training, Trials, Character 
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Day 3 

Equipped  

Part of God's process of preparation for service in the life of the believer is 
equipping them for the task ahead.  In order to complete the kingdom task 
given to you, you must be properly equipped with everything you need that is 
specific to the accomplishment of your specific task.  This means that what we 
have previously been equipped with must be modified.  Let us take David as 
an example.  David had the task of herding sheep, so he was equipped for 
that purpose.  He had his sling, his courage, and his devotion to God.  When 
David was delivering supplies to his brothers in the army, he stumbled across 
the situation of Goliath.  There was no time for further preparation, so David 
went into battle with the tools he had, and he completed the task of taking 
down Goliath.  David goes on to face numerous tasks, many challenges and 
battles.  How many times after the defeat of Goliath do we see David use his 
sling?  Zero times.  Why?  Because David will be equipped with other tools 
appropriate to the tasks at hand.  As Christians, we should never be in the 
position of retirement from the process of being equipped for service.  We 
should always be adding new tools to our tool bag so that we can take on new 
challenges and complete new tasks.  Are you learning new skills?  Are you 
growing in wisdom and discernment?  Are you mastering new techniques and 
processes?  God uses the ones he has equipped to do his work.  Let us all 
make sure that we are included in the work, because we have been equipped.  

Verses: Ephesians 4:11-12, 2 Timothy 3:16-17, 1 Peter 2:5 

Prayer Topics: Tools, Resources, Skills 
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Day 4 



Active Preparation  

Check out what Oswald Chambers has to say about preparation here: 

https://utmost.org/classic/the-go-of-preparation-classic/ 

Verses: 2 Timothy 2:15, 1 Corinthians 3:16, Galatians 2:20​
Prayer Topics: Sacrifice, Abdication, Endurance 
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Thanks to Silvester Warsaw, Jr for our daily devotional today! 
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The Value And Purpose Of Preparation  

Before God created man and placed him in the garden, He prepared the 
environment for man to thrive and not just exist. God created a habitat that 
allowed man to be in relationship with Him before creating man. King David 
understood this as seen in his writings for example Psalm 8:3-9. The goal of 
preparation for disciples of Christ Jesus is to be presented mature in Him, 
Colossians 1:24-29 also that our names are written in heaven Luke 10:17-24. 
Therefore, preparation happens daily for God’s children because life is a 
journey from the finite to the eternal through the power of the Holy Spirit, Luke 
21:23. Daily God calls us to commune with Him by seeking His face Matthew 
11:25-30. Daily preparation is God’s way of equipping His children before 
sending us out into the world, John 16:1-15; John 17:6-26; Acts 1:7-8.  

​ 

It’s in daily sitting at the feet of Jesus, He teaches us the value of being in 
communion with God. For it’s God alone who knows the plans He has for us 
on the journey for the day, Jer. 29:11. How can God order your steps when/if 



you choose not to daily sit at the feet of Jesus, Psalm 37:23-24? How can you 
experience the fullness of God if daily you’re not abiding in Him (John 15) 
because it’s in the daily sitting at Jesus’s feet the Holy Spirit teach us this 
truth, “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path, Psalm 119:105.” 
Sitting daily at the feet of Jesus reveals to us just how much God wants us to 
know Him by being in relationship with Him. God wants His children to walk in 
His truth and not lean unto our own understanding, Pro. 3:5-6. Sitting daily at 
Jesus’s feet our heart is strengthened and trained to know His voice so we 
won’t be deceived (John 10:1-21) because our dwelling place is a place of 
deceit, Jer. 9:5-8; Rev. 2:13. Amos 8:11 says this, “Behold, the days are 
coming,” says the Lord God, “that I will send a famine on the land, not a 
famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord.” 
This happens because of the lack of reverence for God.  

​ 

Jesus who was God in the flesh dwelling among men teaches us how to 
reverence God because the reverence of God teaches us about God himself 
and His expectations He has for those who choose to know Him by following 
Christ Jesus. The reverence of God is the beginning of knowledge, Pro.1:7. 
Reverence is often translated as fear, however, this fear is rooted in our 
relationship with God rooted in His love and not our feelings. Have you ever 
asked yourself this frightening question, “what if God demonstrated His love to 
us based on how He felt.” The fear that’s rooted in your feelings prevents you 
from daily sitting at Jesus’s feet because of being afraid of what men think. 
Luke 9:26 tells us this, “For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, of him 
the Son of Man will be ashamed when He comes in His own glory, and His 
Father’s, and of the holy angels.” Daily preparation is God’s way of preparing 
His children to be fruitful daily because He created us for good works. Leading 
people to the cross and sharing that which He has taught us so people can 
grow in the grace and knowledge of Christ Jesus so that the time of these evil 
days can be redeemed by Him, Eph. 5:13-17. Preparation teaches you the 
value of dependence on God and not leaning unto our own understanding 
from following man. Whether you believe it or don’t this is the greatest time in 
history to be alive. Those called by His name are His ambassadors 



participating in redemption history as His living witness testifying of His grace 
and mercy. Daily as a priest belonging to the priesthood of believers we get to 
share the peace of God with all who God directs us to or sends our way as we 
journey hand in hand with Jesus the Living word of God that dwells in all 
called by His name. As God instructed Joshua to be strong and of good 
courage that same message is to us as He sends us out daily to serve Him as 
He builds His kingdom in the heart of men. 

 


