James: Faith That Works: Faith & Works

Day 1
Dangers

One of the questions that always occurs with the gospel and the idea of salvation by
grace through faith is the question of sin. Won't people just continue to sin? If we don't
hold the requirements of the law over our heads, won't we just sin and make the world a
worse place? Fortunately, the bible deals with that very question:

"Romans 6 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound?
2 By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Do you not know that all of
us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were
buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.

5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united
with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him in
order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be
enslaved to sin. 7 For one who has died has been set free from sin. 8 Now if we have
died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, being
raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10
For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11
So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus."

The answer of scripture is simple and direct- "By no means!' Why? Because this is a
grave misunderstanding of faith. Your salvation, that is your unity with Christ as the
image of the Father is by means of the grace of God. It has been given to you as a gift.
If you have faith in that gift, you will live as if it is true. That means you will not live in sin.
Just as your trust in the airplane you are flying in on your vacation meant you lived out



that trust by getting on the plane, so your faith in salvation by the grace of God meant

your life reflected that truth. You cannot say you had trust in the plane while refusing to
board, just as you cannot claim faith in salvation through grace if you refuse to let that

faith be made manifest in your life.

Prayer Topics: Trust, Unity, Transformation

Day 2
Results

One of the problems we often face with understanding the relationship between faith
and works is the connection between cause and effect in the spiritual realm. When we
look at the physical world, it is usually pretty simple to see this connection because it is
right in front of us and happens in a very small window of time. If | hit a nail with a
hammer, it is clear that the reason the nail went into the wood is the blow given by the
hammer. | can watch it happen. | can also feel that this started with my arm movement,
rather than the nail's sinking into the wood so fast it drew my hammer down to it. This is
clear in the physical world, but is not always clear in the spiritual world. The question
before us is not a fight between faith and works but a question of which causes the
other. In the Old Testament, the people of God tried to follow God's law and failed
continuously. It became clear after Jesus inaugurated the church that trying to meet the
requirements of the law in order to earn salvation was impossible. The purpose of the
death of Jesus on the cross was to accomplish for us what we could not accomplish on
our own. We are saved by grace, and our faith in that grace results in good works. The
works do not result in salvation but are the result of the salvation that God works in our
life. To find out more check out this devotional:



https://learn.ligonier.org/devotionals/faith-and-works

Verses: John 14:6, Acts 16:30-33, Titus 3:5
Prayer Topics: Consequences, Rewards, Eternity

Day 3
Inside Out

In November 1996 a little known singer named Eva Cassidy passed away at the age of
33 to cancer. She never achieved much recognition during her life, and mostly played in
small bars and venues. More than 5 years later, a DJ in London stumbled across her
music and featured one of her songs on his show, leading to more than 100,000 of her
Cd's being purchased in the UK. After a TV show played a video recording of one of her
shows that had been recorded in a small bar, more than 1 million units of her recording
sold in Great Britain, leading to her becoming known among those in the music business
as well as, to some extent, the general public. In time a benefit album was recorded that
featured well known musicians singing duets to her recorded music, as if the recordings
had been made together with her, although she had passed away years earlier. In an
interview about these duets, singer Michael Bolton spoke about trying over and over
again to match her emotional tone, making sure his singing style and energy matched
and complimented the recording of her that he was singing with. This involved singing
take after take, always trying to figure out how to make sure he did not clash with her in
energy and tone. He and the producer would go over his performances again and again
listening to how they would fit with the sound of her voice. The word that Bolton used
over and over again in this interview was reverence. Imagine if, instead of listening and
thinking, considering whether he had done a good job mixing with her style, he could
have her spirit within him. Her tone and vocal delivery came from the heart and spirit



within her, and manifested physically in the performance of the song. Michael Bolton
was trying to match his performance by listening and trying to "copy" her performance.
The problem was, her performance did not come about that way, but was instead the
result of what was inside of her being expressed in music. In order to truly match with
her, he would need to deliver his performance in the same way. That is what it is like to
have faith in God. Faith opens us up to the work of God's spirit where his heart is
expressed in our lives. This is why faith always is revealed in works. There is no way to
live a life pleasing to God without faith, which is why scripture tells us that without faith it
is impossible to please God.

Verses: Hebrews 11:1, Mark 11:22-24, Galatians 2:20
Prayer Topics: Authenticity, Abundance, Intention

Day 4
All Things Considered

Here is a great breakdown of the scriptures related to the topic of faith and works:

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/essay/faith-and-works/

Prayer Topics: Rest, Inspiration, Gratitude



Day 5

Thanks to Sylvester Warsaw, Jr for our devotional today

Scripture teaches us that after Jesus was baptized He was led out into the wilderness
by the Holy Spirit. While in the wilderness Jesus was tempted by the devil. We must
understand that the wilderness is the representation of this world order created by fallen
man and Satan’s throne is here in the wilderness. We also must understand that when
Jesus was led out into the wilderness He wasn’t empty handed He was full of the Holy
Spirit. God has never sent any of His children out into the wilderness empty handed.
God sends His children out armed with Himself in the Holy Spirit. Therefore, as His
children armed with the Holy Spirit there’s no excuse for not doing good works the works
God created us for in Him. God created His children for good works. The work He has
for His children calls for us to be totally dependent upon Him because the work is His
not ours we're the vessel. The problem with many claiming to be His is many walk by
sight instead of faith allowing what they see to stunt their growth in Him who is more
than able to keep them. When people walk by sight they’re looking to this world order for
direction for assistance addressing a spiritual need that only God can address and deal
with. Looking to this world order will put you in debt to a corrupt system and
unfortunately many are looking to augment their income.

George Muller is an example of one who trusted and totally depended on God. Muller
was called “The Robber of the Streets” because God used him to take children off the
streets who were victims of things beyond their control. It is stated that God provided

everything Muller needed to address the issue of children who were orphans. It is stated
that Muller never used any of the money God provided for personal needs and in today’s
time the amount of money God provided was well over $180 million dollars. Muller
depended on prayer. George Washington Carver a man born into slavery but he didn’t



have a slaves mentality. George Washington Carver rose early every morning to spend
time with God in nature. Carver never patented anything because he said God taught
him and he was willing to teach freely what God taught him. Carver lived in the south
during Jim Crow and there were one hundred White men who were called “Carver’s
Boys” who were stated racist until they encountered Carver. Carver interacted with them
on a regular basis and had Bible Study with them. God is looking for an available willing
heart to work His will in because He desires that none perish but all come to repentance.
God has equipped His children with the Holy Spirit to glorify and honor Him, therefore,
the question becomes what are you doing with the gift of the Holy Spirit?



