Here | Am Send Me: Clothed

Day 1

Inside Out

Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is
within you.- Luke 17:21 KUV

In our culture it is standard practice for any random person to take to the
street to demand that all of society be reformed to their liking in the interest of
fairness and a better world. It doesn't matter how long it's been since you had
a job, how many arrests you have, or what you are currently addicted to. You
could have been unsuccessful at everything you have ever done, and our
culture would find that to be a sufficient reason to encourage you to take to
the street to demand change from the world. If it was pointed out to this
person that perhaps they could change a few things themselves in their lives
that would perhaps make a more dramatic improvement to their situation, the
most likely response would probably be decidedly negative. From the Biblical
point of view, any attempts to change the world without having a change to
yourself first is unlikely to yield any results that differ from previous results.
When | was a teen my generation thought they would change the world for the
better, just like all the other generations. The world we have is what human
nature produces, and the life you have is what your nature produces. This is
why we find it so hard to change, and why we often turn to demanding that the
world change when we have failed to change ourselves. What is the answer?



According to scripture transformation comes from the inside out, as God pours
his love into our hearts and clothes us with Christ. The world pours hate into
us, but God pours love into us that transforms us into springs of living water,
that then pour love into the world. This transformation comes as our sins are
forgiven by the blood of Christ, and the father comes to see us as he sees the
son because we are clothed with Him. If you are a Christian, you have been
clothed with Christ, as the blood of Jesus covers you. So why hasn't change
happened? Many times believers are not filled with the love of the Father
because they spend no time before His throne. Let me state it simply. If you
spend all your time doing what you did before you were a Christian, listening
to all the things you listened to before you were saved, how could the Father's
love be poured into you? You are still allowing the hate of the world to be
poured into your life. When you read, meditate on and memorize the
message of love, it works its way into your heart. When you pray, engaging in
a relationship with the Father who sees you as Christ, you become confident
of that love. Before you attempt to make the world new, you must be made
new. There is no other solution.

Verses: 1 John 2:15-17, Romans 6:1-23, Ezekiel 36:26
Prayer Topics: Transformation, Responsibility, Joy



Day 2

Birds of the Air

God has a track record of clothing his creation. Consider the wisdom of
Oswald Chambers on this subject:

https://utmost.org/classic/look-again-and-consecrate-classic/

Verses: Genesis 3:21, Matthew 6:25-34, Revelation 3:5

Prayer Topics: Trust, Peace, Gratitude


https://utmost.org/classic/look-again-and-consecrate-classic/

Day 3

Fig Leaves

If we are to be clothed with Christ, we must allow our filthy rags to be
removed. In scripture, there are many metaphors surrounding the concept of
identity. The metaphor of clothing is important and has many subtle variations
that help to get the concept of identity across in all of its complexity.
Inadequate clothing is addressed many times in scripture, from the fig leaves
of scripture, to the corner tassels of the clothing of the Israelites, to the lack
of wedding clothes of the parable and the caution that our righteous acts are
like filthy rags. In all these things the contrast is made between our efforts and
the work of God. In Genesis, the fig leaves must be replaced by animal skins
that are provided by God, and in the parable the guest must wear the wedding
garments provided for him at the feast. The high priest must wear the robes of
glory and beauty provided for him rather than the tassels of the everyday
clothes of the normal Israelites. What all this leads to is an understanding that
our standards of righteousness and our efforts toward it are inadequate. Even
though this should not surprise us, it usually does. It is amazing how many
people on the street think they are good people. Even in prison, those that
have victimized children are seen as the people who are really evil, making
those that haven't not so bad. This is the problem in a nutshell, the fact that
we grade on a curve. We compare ourselves with others, give ourselves the
benefit of the doubt, then grade on a curve with some extra credit thrown in for
good measure. The true standard is perfection, the true standard is Christ.
That is why we must be clothed with him. Our guilt and shame can only be
taken away by perfection, because all of it must go if we are to serve God in
his kingdom. Any residual left over will poison our works, and they will not be



pure. A work done out of guilt and shame will be motivated by those things
rather than the pure love of God and others, and it therefore cannot hope to
build the perfect kingdom. We must cease from our inadequate efforts to
clothe ourselves, and allow God to clothe us with Christ.

Verses: Philippians 4:19, 2 Corinthians 9:8, Matthew 7:11
Prayer Topics: Identity, Motives, Surrender



Day 4

The Word

There are many scriptures that allude to the idea of being clothed

with Christ. As previously mentioned, most of the them have to do with
the idea of relying on the righteousness provided by God instead of
our own. The imagery comes from many places in the old testament
including these passages:

Isa 64:6 - Each of us has become like something unclean, and all our
righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all wither like a leaf, and

our iniquities carry us away like the wind.

Zech 3:3, 4 - Now Joshua was dressed in filthy garments as he stood
before the angel. So the angel said to those standing before him,
“Take off his filthy clothes!” Then he said to Joshua, “See, | have
removed your iniquity, and | will clothe you with splendid robes.”

In the New Testament, the imagery is picked up in numerous places,
including:

Luke 15:22 - But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the
best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on
his feet.

Rev 6:11 - And to each of them were given white robes, and it was said
to them that they shall rest yet a little time, until their fellow

servants would also be complete, and their brothers, those being about
to be killed as they also had been.

Rev 7:13, 14 - And one of the elders answered, saying to me, "These
having been clothed with the white robes, who are they, and from where
have they come?" And | said to him, "My lord, you know." And he said
to me, "These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation, and

they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the



Lamb.

Rev 19:7, 8 - For the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His bride has
made herself ready. She was given clothing of fine linen, bright and
pure.” For the fine linen she wears is the righteous acts of the

saints.

Rev 22:14 - Blessed are those washing their robes, that their right

will be to the tree of life, and they shall enter into the city by the

gates.

Sometimes its expanded into the idea of putting off the old self and
putting on Christ such as in Eph 2:21-24 -

Surely you heard of Him and were taught in Him—in keeping with the
truth that is in Jesus— to put off your former way of life, your old

self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be renewed
in the spirit of your minds; 24 and to put on the new self, created to
be like God in true righteousness and holiness.

Rom 13:14 -

But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the
desires of the flesh.

and again in Col 3:9, 10 -

Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its
evil practices, and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a
true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him

To be clothed with Christ is to rely on Christ's righteousness.
Relying on Christ's righteousness does not negate our effort. If
someone buys clothes for you, you must still put in the effort of
putting them on. This is what we spend our whole Christian lives
doing, putting on the clothes provided for us.

Prayer Topics: Protection, Provision, Love



Day 5

Imitation

We tend to wear clothes that look like the clothing of people we
admire. When | was a kid, | was given some money to buy my own
Christmas presents, so | proceeded to spend the amount that was
allocated only for clothing to purchase football jerseys with the
numbers of my favorite players. In the same way, the idea of being
clothed with Christ is often related to us in scripture with the idea
of imitating Christ, such as in these passages:

Be imitators of God. Eph 5:1.

Made like God. Gen 1:26, 27, 5:1, 9:6, Eph 4:20-24, 1 John 3:2. Note
that this means that one of the purposes of salvation is to restore

the likeness of God in humans that sin has erased.

Walk as Jesus walked. 1 John 2:6.

Jesus was led by the Spirit Matt 4:1. The Christian must be born of

the Spirit (John 3:5) by receiving the gift of the Spirit (Acts 2:38)

and walk by the Spirit (Gal 5:25, John 6:63, Phil 3:3, John 4:24). In
fact, the whole life of a Christian is to put aside the “psychical” mind
and live by the Spirit (1 Cor 2:14, 1 Cor 15:44-46, Gal 5:17, Jude 19,
John 6:63, 1 Peter 3:18).

Love as Jesus loved. John 13:34, 35, 15:12, 1 John 4:8, 11, 19, Eph 5:1, 2.
Lay down life for friends. John 15:13, Eph 5:2.

Jesus’ suffering leaves us an example. John 16:33, 1 Cor 7:28, 2 Tim
1:4, Heb 13:12, 13, 1 Peter 2:21, 4:14, 5:8, 9.

Because Jesus was persecuted, so are His followers. John 15:20, 21.
Conformed to the likeness of the Son. Rom 8:29.

Transforming our will and bodies to conform to God'’s will. Rom 12:1, 2.
Jesus was baptized (Matt 3:13-17, Mark 1:9-11, Luke 3:21, 22) and so
should we be baptized, Matt 28:19, Acts 2:38, 10:48, 16:31, 22:16, Rom
6:1-9, etc.

Forgive as Jesus forgave. Matt 6:12, 14, 15, 18:35, Eph 4:32, Col 3:13.



Be holy as Jesus is holy. Lev 11:44, 45, 1 Peter 1:15, 16.

Be pure as He is pure. 1 John 3:3.

Partakers of the divine nature. 2 Peter 1:4.

We are being changed into Christ’s glory (= reputation). 2 Cor 3:18.
Pray as Jesus prayed. Luke 11:1. See also the many instances where
Jesus prayed earnestly such as Heb 5:7, Matt 14:23, 26:36, 39, 42, 44,
Mark 1:35, Luke 3:21, 5:16, 6:12, 9:18, 11:1, 22:32, 41-46, John 17,
etc.

We are to have the mind of Christ. Phil 2:5, 1 Cor 2:16.

Be kind because God is kind. Luke 6:34, 35.

Be merciful because God is merciful. Luke 6:36.

Be servants to others as Jesus was. John 13:15-17, 1 Peter 4:11b, Matt
20:24-28.

Be patient as Jesus was patient. 1 Tim 1:16.

Talk/speak as Jesus speaks. 1 Peter 4:11a.

Be “perfect” (= mature and generous to enemies) as the Father is. Matt 5:48.
Husbands should love their wives as Christ loved His people and gave
Himself for her. Eph 5:25.

Keep the commandments as Jesus kept the commandments. John 14:15,
15:10.

Abide in Christ as Christ abides in us. John 15:4.

Jesus is the “beginning and the end” (Rev 22:13) and Jesus is the
beginning and end of our faith (Heb 12:2).

We are co-heirs with Christ of glory. Rom 8:17.

Jesus gave his all and we must give up all things for Him. Rom 8:32.
Jesus is called the “Lamb of God” (John 1:29, 1 Cor 5:7, 1 Peter 1:19)
and so are His followers (John 10:1-18, 21:15-17)

Jesus washed the disciples’ feet (John 13:1-17) and so should we (John
13:14-17)

Jesus is the light of the world (John 1:4, 9, 8:12, 9:5) and so are we
(Matt 5:14-16, Phil 2:14)

Jesus is the “firstborn” Luke 2:7, Rom 8:29, Col 1:15, 18, Heb 1:6,

Rev 1:5, and we are to compose the church/assembly of the firstborn,
Heb 12:23; see also Rom 8:23 & Rev 14:4 where we are also called
first-fruits to God and the Lamb.

Jesus is our sacrifice of atonement and likened to a sacrificial lamb



offered for us John 1:29, 1 Cor 5:7, Eph 5:2, 1 John 2:2, 4:10, Heb
10:10, 12, Rom 3:25, 1 Peter 1:19, etc. Similarly, the life of a
Christian is lived sacrificially for Christ Rom 12:1, Phil 2:17, Heb
13:15.

Jesus, by His sacrifice on the cross, reconciled sinners to God (Rom
5:10, Col 2:16, 1:20, 22, 2 Cor 5:19), and we must also be involved in
the “ministry of reconciliation” (2 Cor 5:18, 19) as “ambassadors for
Christ” (2 Cor 5:20).

There is much to imitate, so spend some time thinking about ways that
you can incorporate the idea of imitation into your Christian life.

Prayer Topics: Imitation, Likeness, Submission



