
Hearts That Can Hear: Serving & Kingship

When we are called to service, we often see it as a chore. It appears to us that service
is something that just needs to get done, and that it is a primarily needs based activity.
The truth is that service is a primarily love based activity, and rather than it being based
on need, it is based on relationship. When Jesus healed the sick or proclaimed the
kingdom, it appears that he is doing this primarily to “fix” a problem that needs attention,
but in Jesus parables, it can be seen that the end goal is something much bigger. Jesus
parables often revolve around farming or banquet, and the motivating image is one of
fruitfulness and abundance. Jesus is concerned with connection and with blessing, with
being extravagant in his giving and in his service. Let’s spend some time this week
developing a heart of service.

​

Day One

Joy

The bible is clear that our attitudes in obedience are not just something to consider but
are in fact vital to the experience. The Lord, we are told, loves a cheerful giver. When
we are called to service, we often do so reluctantly. We would rather be doing
something else, and we can think of many things that seem a better or more pleasant
use of our time. It is easy to think of God’s service to us in the same way, as if Jesus
came down to earth reluctantly, perhaps needing to be talked into it by the Father,
maybe needing to have some mercenary reward attached to it as an incentive. Nothing
could be further from the truth. While the cross was obviously unpleasant in the
extreme, we are told by scripture that Jesus endured it for the joy set before him, and
our service should likewise be motivated by an overflow of joy. Why should serving bring
you joy? What is the better use of your time that makes you dislike the time you spend
in service? What about serving makes people think of it as beneath them? Have you
ever known someone that was joyful in service? What was their secret? When most
people think of hanging out, chilling, or relaxing, what is the difference between that and
passing the time, waiting to die? Do most people make the most of the time they are
given on this earth? Should wasting time make us happy? What is a better use of time
than service? Why did serving bring Jesus joy? How can you be more joyful in service?
Why is serving without joy dangerous?



​

Verses: Mark 10:45, Galatians 5:13, Romans 12:11, Ephesians 6:7, Joshua 24:15

Prayer Topics: Humility, Generosity, Willingness, Eagerness
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Day Two

Extravagance

When we serve, we often try to get the experience over with as soon as possible. When
it is time to make dinner, or clean up the house, or help our neighbor with a task, we
often see it as an interruption of our “life”, and we put as little into it as possible. When
Jesus came to the earth, there was an extravagance to his service that is noticeable
from the start. Jesus performed his first miracle at a wedding by turning water into wine.
Wine is symbolic in a number of ways in scripture, and one of the images is that of the
drink of kings who have finished their work. In the ancient world, beer was the drink of
the working day, and wine was the drink of the evening, after the enemies of goodness
had been vanquished. Another symbol was of wrath, and this symbol works hand in
hand with the previous, for a king’s work in vanquishing the enemies of goodness
involved making war on what was not good. When Jesus turned water into wine, he did
not do it sparingly but in overwhelming abundance and quality, even though the symbol
of the vanquishing of evil that wine contained pointed directly to his death as he would
conquer evil through the cross. Jesus was extravagant even when that generosity came
at the price of his own blood. When we serve, we should not be stingy but generous,
having the motivation of bringing goodness rather than just meeting a “need”, because
in doing so we reflect the nature of Jesus. Rather than asking yourself what the bare
minimum for meeting the need is, ask how much good you can bring. Why? Because
the measure you use is the measure you get. Spend some time today pondering why
these measures are related.
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Verses: John 2:1-11, Isaiah 25:6, Luke 6:38, Acts 20:35, 2 Corinthians 9:6

Prayer Topics: Generosity, Quality, Expense

​
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Day Three

Helpfulness

​

It is easy to find feel-good movies where people serve each other and that service
completely changes someone else’s life, resulting in much celebration and tears of joy
and thanksgiving. In general, however, when we serve it is nothing like this. Most of the
time, what people need is small acts of helpfulness rather than life changing service,
and those acts of helpfulness lack the glamourous impact that we see in the movies. In
addition, those acts of helpfulness are often more difficult, more unpleasant, and less
thanked then we expect. I do not say this to depress you or to take away your
inspiration for acts of service, but to deal with one of the problems that Dietrich
Bonhoeffer recognized as he served as an underground bible teacher. What Bonhoeffer
found was that the idealized view we had of Christian community and service often got
in the way of the real service we could perform for each other. In short, because the
nature of the service opportunities and outcomes that were available to the average
Christian differed greatly from the stories they heard and scenarios they imagined, they
often failed to take the opportunities they had. Mother Theresa addressed the same
problem when she stated something to the effect that there are no great acts, only small
acts done with great love. The cumulative effect of many small acts done over time can
certainly be life changing, but often each of the individual acts does not feel significant
or produce significant emotions. The key to being truly of service to God and to others is
to seek to faithfully do the small tasks that present themselves to you, and to let God
work through his spirit to make those acts fruitful as he will.
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Verses: Acts 20:35, James 2:14-17, Hebrews 13:16

Prayer Topics: Investment, Giving, Effort
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Day Four

Value

​



The acts of service we engage in for one another have the effect of showing the value
we have for one another. One reason we can often feel burned out in our acts of service
is that we often act out of obligation rather than out of value. What this means for us
practically is that we often are at odds with ourselves, we have two minds when it
comes to serving. We want to be good people, and to be seen as good people, and we
want to help those who need it, but the amount of investment that serving requires is
more than we feel like giving at the time. For some reason, we often feel much more
inspired when we commit to serving than we do when the time for serving arrives. How
do we get over this discrepancy between our two minds on the issue of serving? Well, I
think there are a number of ways to rectify this, and one of them is to discipline our
minds and to spend more time thinking about the person we are serving and less time
thinking about ourselves and what we would rather do. If we consider why we often
have a greater sense of service at commitment time then serving time, it is often
because the time for commitment comes after a presentation of the need that gets us
thinking about the person who needs to be served, while the time for serving comes
later after we have gone home, gone to sleep, been into our routine for a number of
days, and had the opportunity to get our minds focused back on our lives. When we
discipline our minds to think about others, we give them value by giving them the
resources of our minds, and this is often all that is needed to motivate us to do
something useful for others. One of the best ways to discipline your mind is to lift others
up in prayer on a regular basis, so make a prayer list today, and see what happens.
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Verses: James 5:16, Galatians 6:2, Romans 7:6

Prayer Topics: Love, Thoughtfulness, Hope
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Day Five

Relationship

Most people are not too thrilled with being the objects of charity or seen as a project. I
was reminded of this when I happened to catch a few minutes of the old Disney movie
Pollyanna. When we had the Disney channel as a kid, it seemed like this movie was
always on, and it was interesting to be reminded of an interaction Pollyanna had with
someone as she was delivering charity food to them. The person who was receiving the



charity was not happy to be the project of do-gooders, and Pollyanna responded to his
less than thankful attitude by saying that he should not think of it as charity, but rather
as a gift from a friend. Of course this change of thinking would change the nature of the
interaction completely, the problem is that in order for the charity to be seen as a gift
from a friend, the person giving it would need to be a friend, and that adds a very large
layer of complexity, time, and sacrifice to the service being provided. I have found in my
years of being a pastor that indeed, people do not like being a project. I have also found
that service of any kind is much better accepted when it comes from a friend, but I have
not found a way for this to happen outside of friendship, and that means that if we want
to be truly effective in service we must learn to make friends much more readily with
people who will probably not be of any service to us, but rather need service from us.
We must learn to truly like and value the people near us who need us, and we must
become their friends, for that is what they often need more than anything else.
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Verses: John 15:13, Proverbs 17:17, Romans 12:10-11

Prayer Topics: Harmony, Joy, Encouragement


